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The things you can do to help  

Alchemy!  

 Sponsor Medical/Vet Bills with a 

Monetary Donation 
 

Ask for a Wish List 
 

Vote for Alchemy! 

 
http://www.shelterchallenge.com/web/charityusa/home 

 

While Christmas Shopping on Amazon.Com use  

 
3% of your purchases will come back to Alchemy! 

 

Sponsor A Pet! 
 

   

      

                       

hǊŘŜǊ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΧ 
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aŀǘƛƭŘŀΩǎ aŀǘǘŜǊǎ 
 

Matilda snooping around 

the sidewalk and garden. 

IŜƭƭƻ !ƭŎƘŜƳȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΗ !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ 

Matilda the Office Ferret! It is my duty to open 

!ƭŎƘŜƳȅΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ 

the office! Firstly, I would like you all to know that I 

love my new house that was donated just for me! It 

is a two story condo complete with ramps, my 

hammock, a privacy box, 2 litter pans that these 

ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 

soft blankies and toys! Also I am still working as a 

full time educator allowing people to  

view and learn how to properly take care of me every day in addition to 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦŦ ǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƧƻōΣ L ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ 

warm hammock will always be waiting for me at home! Anyways, my 

Alchemy Staff members received a grant for new computers this year which 

ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŎƭƛƳō ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

pleased and seem grateful at the chance to do their job even better! The 

biggest news in this issue though, is by far the kittens!! Time after time I 

have witnessed people drive in to the lot and leave poor defenseless kittens 

in the driveway or in boxes on the sidewalk. There is only so much a ferret 

can do. Then I see the poor little guys come in or even worse if they get 

scared they may run across the road and be hit by a car! I hear the humans 

say that this is the worst year for cats and kittens. So folks if you take 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŜǊǊŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

dispose of them. We have feelings too.  

 

 

Juliet is still adoptable at 

Alchemy. She is super 

sweet and loves all 

people. Call to inquire 

today!  
www.facebook.com/alchemyacres  

 
Cinnamon is still available 

for adoption! 

http://www.shelterchallenge.com/web/charityusa/home
http://www.facebook.com/alchemyacres
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Never Enough Agencies 
 

We could fill our shelter to capacity and more each day. We take calls and greet people at our counter every 

day because of reasons beyond their control; they can no longer keep their pet(s).  It breaks our hearts each 

time we cannot bring in an animal that needs us. As of now we are filled to capacity and the need for shelters 

and sanctuaries has never been greater. We receive at least 7 reports a day on stray cats and kittens. That 

does not include owner surrenders, neglect cases or abuse cases that come through our doors. There are 

ƳƻǊŜ ŘƻƎ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƛƴ 

their home.  

A big part of Alchemy has become Education of the public and our adopters. We often find ourselves giving 

ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅ 

is and what your future plans are in that same time span. Know that when you are adopting a kitten or puppy 

that you will be shaping their personality; and that they may grow in to a different pet than the one you 

adopted. Know that if you cannot keep your pet for the duration of its life that they will suffer heartache 

when you give them up, you are their family and they would not give up on you. All pets respond positively to 

routine. When that routine is upset that pet becomes upset.    

[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǘǎΦ {Ǉŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǳǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ 

monetarily to spay and neuter funds. Even if your pet is kept primarily indoors it will with no doubt reproduce 

at some point during its outdoor endeavors. If you have multiple strays hanging around your area take 

charge! Look in to low-cost spay-ƴŜǳǘŜǊ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΦ ¢Ǌȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ άƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 

Of course it is!! Even if the animal is not yours if you see it in need of attention you need to help it. There are 

ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ 

(and the neighborhood) a huge favor. Less strays means less animal caused car accidents. Less coyotes in the 

area (their favorite food is stray and roaming cats/kittens). Less ruined garden beds and yards by spraying 

cats and of course, less homeless animals. All agencies look forward to the day when they are no longer 

needed due to neglect and abuse. Until then!   

 

 

 

This is Chloe (5years) and 

Parker (6years), they MUST 

be adopted together! Both 

dogs are super sweet and 

loving!! They are also 

housetrained. Call for more 

info!(330)332-4897. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ IŀƳƭŜǘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻȄ ¢ƻǊǘƻƛǎŜ όƻǊ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜύ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ !ƭŎƘŜƳȅΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 

Rehabilitators with a severe respiratory infection, double ear infections and eye infections. After 

intense therapies and medications, Hamlet was almost better! But his ear infections did not seem to go 

ŀǿŀȅΦ {ŀŘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƳƭŜǘΩǎ ŜŀǊǎ ƛǘ 

was discovered that the infection had been there so long that it had calcified, bone grew around it! It 

seems that when Hamlet was taken from his wonderful outdoor, wild home in to captivity, his captors 

did not keep him in the right condition. He was apparently kept cold and without the proper UVB 

lighting or proper diet. All of these factors over time caused him to become sick. Although one mass 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƳƭŜǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ Ƴŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŀōƭŜΦ !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IŀƳƭŜǘ 

could be rehabilitated and released. But later upon behavioral analysis, Hamlet was deemed non 

releasable due to imprinting a lack of fear response to predator species. He was too friendly and if a 

hawk or raccoon attacked him in the wild he might as well be a sitting duck without wings. Instead, 

Hamlet is now a licensed educator and he thoroughly enjoys teaching children all about wildlife! So 

when you see a wild animal and want to take it home, please consider that you will not be able to 

provide for it like its wild world can. Also keep in mind that it is not legal to remove wildlife from its 

natural habitat. Wild animals would be much happier leading their lives in the wild than being caged in 

captivity.  

 

Hamlet 
 

       

This is Mr. Beardie, Alchemyôs resident Bearded Dragon. 

Mr. Beardie came to Alchemy when his owners found that 

they no longer had time for him. This actually worked out 

for the best for Mr. Beardie. His caging was too small and 

he was being fed a completely artificial, juven ile diet after 

3 years in to his adulthood. These factors combined 

triggered metabolic and digestive problems. There are 

periods of time that Mr. Beardie will go on eating strike 

and other times when he eats normally. Therefore, he 

must be monitored carefully. Medical issues aside, Mr. 

Beardie is the perfect Dragon for education shows! He sits 

perfectly and quietly for every show! He allow s kids and 

nervous adults to pet him and hold him, with his handlerôs 

supervision of course. All in all Mr. Beardie is a wonderful 

member of Alchemyôs Education Team! 

 

 

 

Mr. Beardie 
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When she came in any energy she had left was put into wagging her tail! Everyone who met her said she 
sure does love people!  We have had animals come in shot with arrows, with limbs that needed 
amputated, even so badly matted ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ eyes, but as ill as she was she just keep 
blinking those big brown eyes and begging for love.  IŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΣ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦŜŀǊΣ ƘƻǇŜΣέ L ƘŀǾŜ 
been brought to you for help, I have made it this far, I wanǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜέΗ 
She was emaciated with a body score of one; she was dehydrated so badly we administered warm 
subcutaneous fluids and gave her oral vitamins to start nourishing her body.  She did not utter a sound. 
Her gums were pale and she was cold to the touch.  Her temperature was only 97 degrees; we put her 
on heating pads and covered her with blankets.  She was suffering from muscle loss too. For the first 
week she did not want to eat much or exercise much. The next day she ate six small meals of plain 
yogurt and some rice that had been boiled in chicken broth. This slow process continued over the next 
several weeks and she was often seen wearing a sweater to help keep her warm and cushion her bones.  
She weighed almost 30 pounds on a frame that could hold easily double that. Slowly but surely she 
began to trust us enough to gobble her food in front  of us and become excited when someone walked 
toward her with a leash.  Now a nearly 40 pound Ginger bounds with happiness when she sees a person, 
especially with a food bowl.  Sadly there is more to her story than her poor physical state and 
apprehensive longing for love. 
 On the day of her arrival to Alchemy, Ginger was scanned for a microchip and we found that she had 
been reported missing in 2010 and registereŘ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΗ ¢ƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
telephone number was disconnected and no new telephone number was on file! Her emergency 
telephone number did work but even after messages were left no return call was received by the 
microchip company.  Her name is Ginger, the color of her fur; and she is estimated to be five years old. 
These were the only bits of information we could gather about Ginger herself. 
How did she get to Ohio? Did someone give her a ride but forget to feed her?  Was she trying to go 
home? How many miles has she walked, run in fear, foraged a path in search of food, only to end up at 
ŘŜŀǘƘΩǎ ŘƻƻǊΚ  We will never know the sequence of events that brought Ginger to our door, but we do 
know that her next adventure will be her adoption into a loving forever home! 
Ginger now weighs 42 pounds. She loves to be cuddled and held. She is truly a grateful dog.  
 

 

ό[ŜŦǘύ DƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ 

picture 

(Right) Ginger after 3 

weeks of love and 

care.  

Ginger is still 

searching for her 

forever home! Call for 

more information! 

 

Theo and Tulsa came to Alchemy Acres with their mom and brother. They were brought to us after some of 

the litter mates died suddenly. Upon testing it was discovered that their mom (Tess) tested positive for Feline 

Immunodeficiency Virus, FIV or Feline AIDS. Her kittens however Theo, Tulsa and Teddy tested negative. Tess 

was separated from her kittens and they were quarantined for 6 weeks then tested again, all were negative! 

Teddy was adopted almost instantly. Then it was just Theo and Tulsa. Theo was a super sweet and outgoing 

kitten. Tulsa however, was very reserved and skittish of people. She became very dependent on Theo and 

would cry if they were ever separated. We became worried that if Theo was adopted Tulsa would never be the 

same. After about three months of worrying we would never find a home for them both, Theo and Tulsa were 

adopted TOGETHER!! Since then we have heard back from the family. Theo, now known as Fred, and Tulsa, 

now known Ginger are still inseparable! They now have a brother named Sammy and all three are very happy 

in their Forever Home!! 

 

Theo and Tulsa 
 

(Top Right) Tulsa, Theo, 

Sammy in their new home! 

(Bottom Right) Sammy, Tulsa, 

Theo on their new bed! 
 (Bottom Left) Theo at 

the Sanctuary 

(Top Left) Tulsa at the 

Sanctuary 

 

 

 

Creamy  
 

Creamy came to Alchemy with her brother Clewell.  Clewell was adopted in to a loving home but Creamy 

remained at the sanctuary. Finally one day a lady sought a rabbit for her daughter. The two of them visited a 

few times to decide on a rabbit. The goal was to find a rabbit that could stay with her daughter and become a 

friend, a therapy rabbit. After a few visits they finally decided on Creamy, a sweet 2 year old female rabbit. 

Since her adoption the young lady has kept in touch with Alchemy while she learns all the ins and outs of 

caring for a pet rabbit. Another success story!! Creamy is in a nourishing and loving home as a therapy rabbit.  

 

 

 

Creamy Before and After Adoption! 

 

Snoodle is 

still 

available 

for 

adoption! 

Call to 

inquire! 

DƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ 
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²ƛŎƪŜǘΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ 
 

²ƛŎƪŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΣ ŀ ōŜŘǊŀƎƎƭŜŘ ǎǘǊŀȅΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
by a good Samaritan but could not be kept.  Lƴ ²ƛŎƪŜǘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 
dire distress.  His face was matted and soaked with saliva but the most apparent thing about Wicket 
was the sound coming from his throat.  We took him to the vet clinic where he collapsed and was 
put on oxygen. His temperature was 104 and his tongue was purple. After examination by the 
ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛŎƪŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ .ǊŀŎƘȅŎŜǇƘŀƭƛŎ !ƛǊǿŀȅ 
Syndrome.  Skull bones in breeds affected by BAS are usually shortened in length but are of normal 
width.  The soft tissues in the throat are not proportionately reduced, resulting in narrowed air 
passages that may cause obstruction of the glottis. In short Wicket has too much soft tissue in the 
back of his throat.  When he gets excited or if he gets overheated it can obstruct his airway, causing 
lack of oxygen. He is not permitted any surgery, even a neuter, because he would die under the 
anesthetic. The vet informed us that his syndrome could be fixed with surgery that would cost 
roughly $5,000. Unfortunately, this was not something that the sanctuary could afford at this time. 
We were also told that it would simply be a matter of time with Wicket, that without the surgery he 
would die within a few years. This turned into a situation where if the animal was not taken care of 
properly he would be suffering and our vet put the option of euthanasia on the table. Being a No-Kill 
facility, we opted to try the other routes first. 
The most critical problem was Wicket becoming too excited and over exerting himself. So we put a 
plan into place while raising funds, and Wicket was ready to help us help him!  As a self-remedy, 
Wicket lies flat on a cold surface to cool his temperature.  He also breathes through his mouth 
rapidly, opening his trachea to increase oxygen flow. This quick breathing does not allow him to 
swallow the saliva he excretes fast enough. To help Wicket, we keep his hair short. He must be kept 
ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƻƻƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿ тлΩǎ ƛn the winter. If he over exerts when the climate 
is too cool, he could inhale saliva causing him to choke, putting him at risk for a respiratory infection 
or pneumonia. Wicket also follows a strict exercise protocol so as not to over exert. 
Through all of this, Wicket has been a trooper and a pleasant pup! He genuinely loves people! While 
he enjoys toys he is twice as happy to just be with a loving person. Upon meeting him you know 
instantly that he is one of the happiest dogs in the world! This only encourages us to try harder for 
his sake to save his life. We desperately need the funds for his surgery. 
 

 

(Left) Wicket, the day after his arrival. 

(Right) Wicket after a good grooming! 

Wicket is still in need of a forever home! 

 

Volunteers are coming and going through the office each on a 
mission, gathering bath materials, grooming supplies, treats for the 
dogs and cats and someone looking for a rabbit toy (yes rabbits love 
to play).   Smiles are contagious as we hear through the window a 
group of college students talking about their week at school all the 
while not realizing what joy they are providing to the dogs they are 
walking. One of the caretakers is heard carrying on a conversation 
with the cats as she tends to their every need. Someone just left the 
building after collecting some quilts and pillows for a new bed for a 
senior dog, making sure he would be comfortable with what they 
have chosen. 
When caring for a couple of hundred animals every day of the week, 

you would not think that there would be a moment when calmness 

would surround you here at the sanctuary.  But tonight as we 

finished chores we enjoyed a pink sunset and we had watched a fox 

that stopped on the nature trail staring directly at us. We realized 

the kennels were completely silent.  Suddenly life with a hundred 

dogs seemed magically quiet! Everyone was content and satisfied 

with the day.  One of the rewards here at Alchemy is at the end of 

the day when everyone is tucked in and quiet and you look through 

the kennels, you know that each dog and cat has been cared for and loved. And they will be safe and loved 

tomorrow.   

There are dogs and cats that stay here until their owners can get back on their feet and they are loved as if 
they were our own.  They owners have the opportunity to visit and play with their pets and are able to call 
during office hours to see how they are doing.  This is one of the special features of Alchemy Acres and it is all 
made possible by donors and volunteers. Some pets are brought to Alchemy specifically for behavioral or 
medical difficulties. These animals are treated and allowed to be themselves throughout their stay at the 
ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦ Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǇŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛƎ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΩ 
content.   
Really the only stressor at the sanctuary is ensuring that we have  
enough money to pay for our residents necessities. The purse strings 
have always been tight here at Alchemy, we do with what we have and  
pride ourselves in the excellent care we are able to give our residents.  
 Yes, things could be a little easier or look a little nicer with some new  
ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  We have seen heartache as well  
as physical pain and these are not remedied by beautiful buildings and  
high paid board members.  We have loved and been loved more  
graciously by outcast pets than most can dream of in a lifetime. We  
are truly amazed at the outpouring of selflessness every day here at  
the sanctuary. Everyone from our volunteers to our donors and  
adopters help save a homeless pet with each of their actions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Work Versus the Stress 
 

Both Cooper and Ty are great dogs despite their few bad 

habits. Come volunteer to play with them! 


